History & Context

In May and June of 2025, McMaster’s Department of Health Research Methods, Evidence, and
Impact (HEI) housed in the Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) published 3 new systematic
reviews finding good-quality evidence was lacking for mastectomy, hormone therapy and
puberty blockers for young people with gender dysphoria. The works, commissioned by the
Society for Evidence-based Gender Medicine (SEGM), initiated a series of campaigns and
grassroots efforts to investigate the sourcing and use of the research.

According to research and consultations conducted by 2SLGBTQIA+ community allies, faculty,
and the MSU Pride Community Centre executives, the partnership between SEGM and HEI
began in 2021, with a number of commissioned works on gender dysphoria in youth and
gender-affirming care. The HEI team was approached by SEGM in order to synthesize,
summarize and assess existing research to guide patient care and inform health policy. Gordon
Guyatt (MD), credited with founding evidence-based medicine and specializing in systematic
reviews, accepted $250.000 in funding to conduct these reviews, with SEGM selecting the
research question and design. The SEGM-commissioned FHS researchers include Romina
Brignardello-Petersen, Gordon Guyatt, Anna Miroshnychenko, Chan Kulatunga-Moruzi, Sara
Ibrahim, Yetiani Roldan, and Rachel Couban.

In 2023, the Southern Poverty Law Centre (SPLC) identified SEGM as the “hub” of the
anti-2SLGBTQIA+ pseudo-science network, with ties to racist “anti-woke,” creationist,
anti-abortion and climate-denial movements throughout Canada and the U.S. The SPLC is a
leading civil rights organization that tracks and reports on U.S. hate groups, renowned for suing
the Ku Klux Klan and bankrupting other white supremacist organizations. The SPLC alleges
SEGM opposes healthcare practices for trans people and gender-diverse youth, promotes

discredited “conversion therapy.” commissions pseudo-science reports and makes legal
submissions to justify bans on gender-affirming care throughout the U.S.

Following consultation with trans allies and advocates, an email campaign, and social media
pressure, calls for McMaster to break ties with SEGM were published in an op-ed of the
Hamilton Spectator on July 12, 2025, co-authored by Katherine Booth (associate professor of
political science at McMaster), Sasha Skaidra (post-doctoral researcher in political science at
University of Alberta), Dr. Angela Jones and Dr. Jessica Johnson, both family physicians in
Burlington. In this op-ed, use of the SEGM-McMaster research in legal submissions, including
citations in Texas v. Loe, and commissioned work requested by the Florida Health Agency in
their 2022 “Let Kids Be Kids” report utilized to remove Medicaid coverage for gender-affirming
care were publicized. Additionally, the op-ed highlights critical reviews of the SEGM-McMaster
research, calling the reviews “methodologically flawed, scientifically unsound, and overtly
political.”

Furthermore, on June 19, 2025, the U.S Supreme Court upheld Tennessee’s ban on
gender-affirming care in landmark case U.S v. Skrmetti, citing McMaster-SEGM research in the
amicus brief and in Justice Clarence Thomas’s concurring opinion. Beyond the use of the
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research in legal restrictions on healthcare for transgender and gender-diverse folks, it has been
notably used in major news outlets to discredit gender-affirming care, such as a January 25,
2025 National Post article by Sharon Kirkey.

Following community backlash to the research’s use, leaders at McMaster have been in ongoing
contact with advocates for several months. On June 4 and July 8, McMaster Vice-Dean and
Associate Vice-President and Associate Dean of Equity and Inclusion of the FHS, as well as the
Chair of HEI, responded to public inquiries by stating that the university was aware of the
research in question and that the authors had submitted a letter to the publisher expressing
concern that the study’s conclusions “may be misused.” McMaster’s official statements
acknowledged the “concerns raised” about SEGM’s involvement and the “harm to trans youth”
linked to the research, while emphasizing respect for academic freedom and noting that the
university had “connected with the authors” to discuss these concerns. On August 14, the HEI
department and the original authors of the research released a statement condemning the use
of the works to deny gender-affirming care to gender-diverse youth in the U.S alongside a
donation to Egale Canada. Shortly after, on August 18, Egale Canada released a similar
statement about the research.

Since then, advocates have publicized an open letter calling on the University to investigate the
vetting process for commissioned research and pursue retraction of SEGM-funded publications
authored by McMaster faculty on the grounds of compromised scientific integrity and real-world
harm. While this open letter sits at 271 faculty, student, and alumni signatures as well as 490
community signatures, reports of McMaster students and faculty receiving intimidation by the
University, including the use of retaliatory investigation against students engaging in social
media campaigns regarding the SEGM-McMaster partnership and increased campus police
presence surveilling trans and queer advocates. Most recently, on September 6, 2025, the
Hamilton Spectator released another article outlining the public response and the HEI team’s
statements.

This Statement

This statement was made in collaboration with the PCC, WGEN, and advocates with the
Hamilton Trans Health Coalition. It is highly based on the circulated open letter, with many
similar or the same demands.

The reason for bringing this statement to the SRA is not only to emphasize solidarity with
2SLGBTQIA+ students on campus and abroad, but to provide a layer of safety and security to
advocates and MSU services. Given the intimidation used by the University regarding the issue,
alongside heightened campus police activity, online surveillance, and crackdown on campus
activism increasing since May, many students are not able or are uncomfortable to publicly sign
on to the open letter. Similarly, MSU services and their PTMs may be at risk of University
investigation without the broader backing and support of the MSU as a whole. This statement
intends to act as a collective response against censorship and retaliation for advocacy, and
provide a level of protection to students, services, and clubs calling for action from the
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University. Additionally, with the work spearheaded by MSU services in addressing the issue
and the wins accomplished thus far, it is important that the SRA as a governing body amplifies,
extends its support, and recognizes the issues students and services seek to address.



