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Key Achievements

OPIRG McMaster supported student groups including 

Bike Share, Stop Sprawl Hamilton and Macdivest (now 

Climate Justice McMaster) last year. Major 

accomplishments last year: Heavily reduced cost 

bikeshare passes for students and major student 

contribution to protecting the Greenbelt. 



Leveraging our surplus for impactful projects.

Volunteer engagement 

update

Community Garden Expansion 

Update

Project Updates

• Summer Media Documentary: additional project, launching soon.

• Student Organizing History documentary PL(U)C launch: The Westdale on Oct 25

• 8 volunteer board of directors

• 100+ volunteers and student interns

The Expansion includes a fully accessible garden with wheelchair-friendly paths, 

raised beds, and specialized tools, a doubling of current production, enhanced 

accessible programming, and increased greenspace for student enjoyment.

Progress Overview

Resource room volunteers, OPIRG Outreach, IMPACT Investing, Action Groups, Media Services 

Team, Community Garden, Disability Justice Network



This year OPIRG McMaster is incubating the following Action Groups & Projects:

1.Sadaka Initiative meets up on Sundays to cook food to hand out to homeless 

encampments.

2.Community Garden provides produce to the Campus Community Fridge.

3.Impact Investing preparing an annual case competition with Degroote Impact.

4.MATIS is working towards lowering international students tuition. 

5.Meals with Purpose cooks excess food from the farmers market for the YWCA.

6.Stop Sprawl Students involves students in the protection of the Greenbelt and 

real solutions to housing. 

7.Climate Justice McMaster works towards a fossil fuel free McMaster.



Fiscal Year: September 1 to August 31.

Opt-out period runs for 3 weeks after the add/drop date.  Refunds issued the 

following week to student accounts.

Student levy funds are received in October or November directly from the 

University.

Documents go to an Audit Firm in October and a Review of Engagement is 

completed by January.

Annual General Meeting held on the last day of classes in the Winter semester.

Schedule of Financial Activity



Finance committee with 4 members: one Staff Rep, one Board Co-Chair, one 

Treasurer, one Director of Finance. This committee supports the Board in 

making funding decisions from a fiscal responsibility stand point. 

The Board of Directors makes funding decisions based on alignment with the 

organization’s mission and mandate, alongside the financial recommendation 

from the committee. Financial duties are performed by the Office Coordinator 

who does bookkeeping, and OPIRG’s Accountant performs accounting services.

Budget’s are passed at the AGM and can be amended with a vote of the Board of 

Directors. Budgets and Board meeting minutes are posted publicly online.

Financial Accountability



Budget Allocation Review 2023 - 24

Canada Summer Jobs Grant

+ acted as a fiscal sponsor.



Budget Allocation Review 2023 - 24

Transitioned to 1 staff person.

Food cost inflation. 

Emphasis on Resource Centre

as a space for students.
Contract renegotiation.

Structural changes.



Action Groups needed more non-monetary 

support than budget support last year.

Successful project therefore we scaled 

the investment in it!

Budget Allocation Review 2023 - 24

High volunteer engagement last year.

Focused on low cost events and free 

spaces.



One-time additional funding allocated to 

expansion on the Community Garden.

Budget Allocation Review 2023 - 24

Created summer internship and skill-

building opportunities for students 

through the funding of a 2nd Summer 

Media Documentary - launching soon.

Acted as fiscal sponsor for a grant. 

money in equaled money out.



Budget Allocation Review 2024 - 25

Increased over last year with 

allocation of media team support.



Budget Allocation Review 2024 - 25

Organizational 

priorities based on 

student feedback.



Budget Allocation Review 2024 - 25

New budget line for 

increased student 

leadership in the org.

Increased to match 

higher student 

volunteer engagement.

Includes: Access Tech Drive, 

Naloxone trainings, Open Circles 

(Bangladesh Revolution, Base 

Building for Power)



Budget Allocation Review 2024 - 25

Lower. Reflecting one 

staff person.



Questions?

Scan to go to the OPIRG 

McMaster website
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